
MLC News - February Edition

In this month’s edition of MLC News, we’re announcing the appointment of our
new Board Chair, re-introducing our Vollie Vox segment, teasing the date of our
4th Annual Table Tennis Tournament, and calling out for ideas for new
merchandise.

Marrickville Legal Centre appoints dispute resolution expert
Catherine Kelso as Board Chair

http://mlc.org.au/
https://www.mlc.org.au/marrickville-legal-centre-appoints-dispute-resolution-expert-catherine-kelso-as-board-chair/


MLC is pleased to announce the appointment of Catherine Kelso as the Chair of
the MLC Board. As a Partner in Gilbert + Tobin’s Disputes & Investigations
practice, Catherine brings a formidable background in governance, accountability,
and litigation risk to this role.  

Catherine’s appointment signals a strategic strengthening of MLC’s leadership
during a period of unprecedented community demand. In the 2024–25 period
alone, MLC assisted more than 6,800 people in need throughout NSW across
10,700 services, many addressing complex matters such as domestic violence,
housing instability, and severe financial distress.   

The MLC Board also extends its deepest gratitude to outgoing Chair Graham
Jenkins for his dedicated service and stewardship. Under his leadership, MLC
has cemented its position as a pillar of support for the most disadvantaged
members of the Sydney community.  

Read more in the media release

Vollie Vox: Stella Milton

Volunteers are the lifeblood of Marrickville Legal Centre – their dedication enables
us to connect even more people in the community to justice. Volunteers need to
be celebrated now more than ever, which is why we’re bringing back Vollie Vox!  

https://www.mlc.org.au/marrickville-legal-centre-appoints-dispute-resolution-expert-catherine-kelso-as-board-chair


For those who are unfamiliar, Vollie Vox is an old MLC campaign dedicated to
showcasing and interviewing one excellent volunteer a month.  

This month we’re celebrating Stella Milton, who first started volunteering at MLC
back in March 2025. Stella has been “stellar” in her role as Client Intake Officer
and has been nominated for recognition due to her commitment and willingness
to learn.
 
What inspired you to start volunteering at MLC, and what keeps you coming
back? 
I started volunteering because I was interested in the intersection between law
and social justice, and I was looking to gain some hands-on experience alongside
my university studies. What has kept me coming back to MLC is the friendly and
supportive environment created by everyone in the team (and the MLC pets, who
come to visit us in the office!)
 
How do you feel your role makes a difference for our clients and
community? 
I think that being the first person someone speaks to, when seeking assistance
with a legal issue they're experiencing, is a really important role. I’ve enjoyed the
opportunity to connect clients with appropriate services and solicitors, and to
provide some tangible support and reassurance as they navigate an often
complicated and overwhelming legal system.
 
What skills have you gained while volunteering at MLC? 
I’ve learnt a lot about how to communicate clearly, identify key issues, and
translate complex legal concepts into accessible language. I've also gained a
much greater understanding of a broad range of practice areas, including
employment, crime, family, and tenancy, thanks to the guidance of the
supervisors and solicitors.
 
What’s something that surprised you when you first started volunteering at
MLC? 
One thing that surprised me was how easy it was to make friends with other
volunteers. I expected to gain practical experience, but I was pleasantly surprised
by how collaborative the environment is at MLC.
 
How would you describe MLC to someone thinking about getting involved? 
MLC is a really rewarding place to volunteer. It's been a great opportunity to work
in a supportive and professional team, and have a genuine positive impact on my
local community.



Become an MLC Member and help shape our impact!

Joining Marrickville Legal Centre as a member not only grants you access to
exclusive perks but also empowers you to shape the impact our organisation has
within the community: 

Members have the opportunity to vote at general meetings, allowing you
to directly influence decisions and policies that affect the direction and
initiatives of Marrickville Legal Centre.
Members gain access to exclusive MLC events, such as seminars,
workshops, and networking opportunities.
Members receive a copy of our Annual Report, offering transparency into
our achievements and financial performance throughout the year. 
Members have the privilege to review and provide input on the MLC
Constitution, the foundational document that outlines our mission, values,
and governance structure.

Become an MLC Member today

Watch this space: Table Tennis Tournament

https://www.mlc.org.au/get-involved/ordinary-membership/
https://www.mlc.org.au/get-involved/ordinary-membership


We’re setting things in motion for our 4th Annual Table Tennis Tournament, and
it’s set to be our biggest one yet! 

Mark your calendars for Friday 29th May – keep an eye on your inbox over the
coming weeks for more details on how to join in the fun.

Callout: We want your merch ideas!

https://www.mlc.org.au/get-involved/merchandise/


We sell various types of MLC-branded merch such as t-shirts, hoodies, water
bottles, and tote bags. Our merch needs a refresh, and we want to make sure it’s
something our community wants – we need your ideas!

If you have any ideas for merch items or are an artist and have an idea for a
design, please reach out to Danica at dmoore@mlc.org.au.

Thank you for all of your support so far! If you haven't yet, please make sure to
follow us on Facebook, Instagram, LinkedIn, and TikTok to get more updates on
the Centre and our services.

Warm regards,

The MLC team

Share Follow Website

Marrickville Legal Centre
338 Illawarra Road

Marrickville NSW 2204

To unsubscribe, please click here.
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